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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Elland  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen., 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the 
Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions 
of  the  District  for  the  year  ended  December  1958. 

The  area  under  the  administration  of  the 
Council  comprises  5951  acres. 

The  population  at  the  1951  census  was  19457* 

The  mid-year  estimated  population  in  1958 
was  19060. 

The  modified  estimated  population  on  which 
statistics  are  based  is  18680. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  6702. 


The  rateable  value  is  estimated  at  £95*449- 


The  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £565* 


Tetal  Statistics. 


Total . 


Live  Births 

( Legitimate 

229 

( Illegitimate 

9 

Still  Births 

14 

F. 

125  104 

5 4 

7 7 


The  birth  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  is  12.74.  The  national  figure 
is  15.1. 


The  rate  of  still  births  per  1000  births 

is  55-5- 

Deaths . The  total  number  of  deaths  was  274  - 118  males 

and  156  females. 


The  death  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  is  14.67.  The  national  figure 
is  11.6. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

There  were  15  deaths  of  infants  under  this 
heading  all  being  legitimate  children. 

The  death  rate  per  1000  live  births  is  65.03. 
The  national  figure  is  55* 

The  rate  per  1000  of  legitimate  live  births 

is  65.50. 


Details  of  the  above  15  deaths  are  as  follows  l- 
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Age. 

Cause  of  Death. 

4 

Hours 

Prematurity. 

7 

n 

do . 

1 

day 

do. 

1 

day 

Insufficient  Vitality. 

1 

day 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage. 

3 

days 

Convulsions . 

1 

week 

Spina  bifida. 

4 

weeks 

Marasmus . 

1 

month 

Broncho  pneumonia. 

1 

month 

Prematurity. 

1 

month 

Prematurity. 

1 

month 

Meningocele . 

2 

months 

Congenital  heart  disease. 

3 

months 

Broncho  Pneumonia. 

4 

months 

Uraemia' 

The  following  table  gives  a classified  list 
of  all  deaths. 


Cause  of  Death.  Male . 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  1 

Other  Tuberculosis  2 

Cancer  l8 

Diabetis  3 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  etc.  9 

Heart  Disease  30 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  .10 
Bronchitis  3 

Pneumonia  (All  forms)  5 

Other  Respiratory  diseases  1 

Peptic  Ulcer  2 

Appendicitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Other  Liver  diseases 
Other  Digestive  diseases  2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  4 
Congenital  Debility, 

Prematurity,  etc.  7 
Senility  2 

Suicide  2 

Other  Violence  5 

Other  defined  diseases  12 


Female . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

28 

8 

14 

53 

9 

5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

4 


4 

16 


118  156 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  Area . 

The  following  Officials  are  employed  by  the  Council 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Frederick  Clegg,  M.B.,Ch.B.  Leeds. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  - 

H.  E.  Moses,  A.R.  San.  I. 

F.  Costello,  A.R.  San.  I. 

Three  District  Nurses  are  provided  by  three 
Voluntary  Nursing  Associations j those  at  Stainland  and 
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Greetland  undertake  Midwifery  cases  in  addition  to  general 
Nursing. 

Two  County  Midwives  reside  in  and  serve  the 
Elland  Area. 

Free  pathological  and  bacteriological  services 
are  provided  at  County  Hall. 

The  Council  has  its  own  ambulance  for  general 
and  accident  cases  and  no  charge  is  made.  At  least  four 
other  ambulances  are  available  for  payment. 

Three  hospitals . viz  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary , 
Halifax  General  Hospital’ and  Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary 
are  accessible  and  commonly  used.  Leeds  General  Infirmary 
twenty  miles  away  is  also  available. 

There  is  a venerealclinic  in  each  town. 

In  both  Elland  and  Greetland  the  County  have 
an  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  Weekly  sessions  are  held. 

Once  per  month  an  ante  natal  is  held  in  each  place. 

A lady  Doctor  is  in  charge. 

Two  health  visitors  from  the  County  call 
regularly  at  the  homes  of  newly  born  babies  and  give 
advice  if  required. 

The  usual  school  dental  services  are  provided 
and  extractions  are  undertaken  by  honorary  dentists 
at  the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary. 

An  orthopaedic  trained  nurse  takes  classes 
of  remedial  and  corrective  exercises  at  Sowerby  Bridge 
Clinic.  They  meet  at  various  times  throughout  the  week. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water . The  water  supply  to  the  district  is  adequate. 

The  bulk  is  bought  from  Halifax  Corporation^  other  small 
supplies  are  from  Huddersfield  Corporation  and  two 
reservoirs  owned  by 'the  Council. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  are 
made  monthly  by  the  Halifax  Borough  Analyst.  In  July  it 
was  found  that  the  Dunce  Park  Service  Reservoir  was  being 
contaminated  by  B.  Coli  of  animal  origin 3 this  was  a 
harmless  germ  but  its  presence  afforded  evidence  of 
contamination.  By  September  this  had  been  remedied. 

Cattle  were  removed  from  a nearby  field  and  a chlorinating 
plant  was  installed. 

The  water  in  the  two  small  reservoirs  owned  by 
the  Council  is  of  moorland  origin  and  consequently  shows 
a varying  degree  of  plumbo-solvency . This  drawback  is 
being  dealt  with  during  the  current  year  (1939) . 

The  supply  has  not  had  to  be  restricted  during 
the  year.  36 0 yards  of  mains  have  been  laid  to  serve 
new  property,  580  yards  of  large  mains  have  been  renewed 
and  1020  yards  of  private  mains  have  been  taken  over. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  sewage  of  the  district  is 
collected  in  three  sewage  works  all  of  which  are  efficient 
and  turn  out  a satisfactory  effluent.  Mainly  owing  to 
isolation  and  occasionally  to  the  fall  of  the  land  about 
500  houses  are  not  connected  to  sewers.  Improvements 
include  480  yards  of  new  sewers * 8 manholes * 1 ventilating 
shaft  and  4 air  tight  manhole  covers. 

Closet  Accommodation.  This  may  be  classified  as  follows :- 


Privies  with  open  middens  6 
Pail  Tub  Closets  485 
Privies  with  covered  middens  101 
Waste  Water  Closets  587 
Water  Closets  4501 


There  were  28  conversions  to  water  carriage*  25 
additional  closets  provided  for  old  property  and  65 
constructed  for  new  houses. 

Public  Cleansing..  Public  scavenging  operates  through- 
out the  district  at  a years’  cost  of  £5220.  47$  goes 
to  the  Destructor*  48$  controlled  tipping  and  5$  to 
farms . 

Shops  and  Offices.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  paid  86 
visits  to  shops  (excluding  butchers) . In  5 instances 
defects  were  noted  which  have  since  been  rectified. 

Smoke  Abatement.  Observations  of  50  minutes  duration 
were  taken  on  176  occasions*  in  the  course  of  which 
45  chimneys  were  observed  to  emit  dense  smoke  for  more 
than  the  three  minutes  allowed.  Written  notices  were 
sent  in  each  instance. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  The  Councils  Swimming  Bath 
is  kept  in  a clean  condition  the  water  being  treated 
by  a Bell’s  Filtration  Plant.  Two  bacteriological 
tests  during  the  year  were  satisfactory. 

There  is  an  open  air  swimming  bath  used  by 
a club  at  Brooklands*  Holywell  Green.  A bacteriological 
test  showed  the  water  to  be  satisfactory. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs . Six  Council  Houses  and  five 
non-Council  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  by  bugs. 

In  all  15  houses  were  disinfested.  This  process 
is  carried  out  by  the  Council  and  the  method  used  is 
spraying  walls*  ceiling  and  furniture  with  insecticide 
followed  by  Cimex  fumigation.  Subsequent  visits  are 
made  to  confirm  the  success  of  the  treatment. 

Schools . There  are  10  schools  in  the  district  all  of 
which  are  in  a good  sanitary  condition.  Naturally* 
the  newer  the  school  the  more  attractive  and  vice  versa. 
In  some  schools  drinking  cups  have  been  replaced  by 
fountains*  the  latter  being  hygienically  preferable. 
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Housing.  The  number  of  houses  in  the  area  is  6 702  and 
of  these  5420  are  working  class  type.  There  is  a steady 
improvement  taking  place  in  housing  conditions.  Over- 
crowding is  being  gradually  reduced  and  no  serious  shortage 
is  apparent.  Sixty  five  houses  have  been  erected  by  private 
enterprise  and  the  Council  have  in  course  of  erection  40 
houses  at  Heathfield  Estate  and  lo  at  Lindwell  Estate  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding.  The  Council  own,  in  all,, 

262  houses  and  whereas  no  special  houses  have  been  built 
for  the  accommodation  of  tuberculous  families  special 
consideration  is  given  to  such  when  considering  vacancies. 


The  following  table  classifies  the  work  done  under 
this  heading  during  the  year.  It  does  not  include  nearly 
500  visits  made  to  review  the  list  of  overcrowded  houses. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwell in ghouses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  447 

(bl  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  814 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwell inghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,,  1925  and  1952...  ...  ...  ...  109 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  147 
(5)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  7 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  . . . 51 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 
of  formal  Notices  :- 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  45 


Action 

(a) 


O) 


(c) 


under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  :~ 
Proceedings  under  sections  95  10  and  l6  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1956  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  v;ere  served  requiring  repairs  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  .- 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ......  ...  ) 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  ) None, 

of  owners  ...  ...  ...  . . . ) 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  102 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service 

of  formal  notices  s-  97 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  97 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  ...  ... 

Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  15  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1956 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  5 


(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1956: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  . . . ...  ...  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in.  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  None 

Housing  Act,  1956 . - Part  IV.  - Overcrowding  :- 

(a)  (l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

(ll)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  85 

(ill)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . . . 484 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year.  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(c)  (l)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  6l 

(11)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  521 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  None 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of 
Food. 


Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  Milk  sellers  in  the  district  is  112  of 
whom  10  are  wholesale  dealers. 

There  are  92  cowkeepers  who  house  986  milk  cows 
in  112  cowsheds;  281  visits  have  been  made  to  the  latter. 

There  is  one  licence  in  force  for  the  production 
of  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  7 for  accredited  milk. 

The  Councils  officials  collected  60  samples  for 
analysis  and  5 were  deficient  but  there  were  no 
prosecutions . 

The  County  take  samples  for  examination  for 
bacterial  content  and  tubercle  bacilli. 

The  cowsheds  are  structurally  sound  and  kept  in 
a clean  condition  but  a more  general  adoption  of  steam 
sterilization  of  cans  and  utensils  would  be  welcomed. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  15  private  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district  8 registered  and  7 licensed. 

1445  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  slaughter- 
houses and  876  visits  to  butchers’  shops  or  market  stalls 
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Carcases  inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 
excluding 
Cows . 

Cows . 

Calves . 

Sheep 
and 
Lambs . 

Pigs . 

Number  killed 

731 

1133 

26 

6348 

1703 

Number  inspected 

716 

1114 

26 

6305 

| 1678 

All  diseases 
except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

1 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

10 

22 

— 

34 

13 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis . 

1.53 

1.97 

Nil. 

0.55 

0.84 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned . 

1 

5 

— 

— 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

41 

166 

w _ 

— 

89 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis . 

5.86 

15.34 

5*42 

The  total  weight  of  unsound  meat  seized  and  destroyed 
was  6 tons  1 cwt  3 quarters* 

162  lbs  of  unsound  meat  was  surrendered  by 
shops  and  stalls. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over 


Infections  and  other  Diseases* 


Below  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  cases 
notified  during  1938  •- 
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Thirteen  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital.  There  were 
nine  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  one  from  diphtheria. 

Cases  are  sent  to  hospital 

(a)  If  they  are  seriously  or  dangerously  ill  and  in 
consequence  need  hospital  treatment. 

(b)  If  they  cannot  be  effectively  isolated  or  nursed 
at  home. 

(c)  If  the  infectious  disease  is  acquired  whilst  in 
one  of  the  town  hospitals. 

Scarlet  fever  became  prevalent  in  November  and 
December  and  as  most  of  the  cases  arose  in  South  End 
Infants’  and  Girls’  Departments  they  were  closed  for  a 
month. 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  being  freely 
used.  The  schools  were  visited ? fhree  visits  to  each^ 
and  190  children  treated  whilst  many  others  were  treated 
free  of  charge  by  their  own  doctors  or  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres. 


Tuberculosis . 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1958  were  as  follows  I - 


New  Ca 

ses . 

Deaths . 

j! 

! 1 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory. 

Non 

- 

Respiratory. 

Non-  ji 

Respiratory. 

respiratory!! 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

\ 1 
i 

F.  ! 1 

0 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

ii 

j s 
!; 
■ 1 

1 1 

5 

- 

- 

2 

- 

ii 

15 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 ;i 

■ 1 

25 

1 

- 

2 

- 

i 

55 

5 

- 

1 

- 

1 

45 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

55 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Totals 

6 

5 

9 

2 

1 

2 

2 

■ 1 

1 

■ 
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A survey  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  shows  the  following  figures 


Pu 

lminary . 

Non-Puli 

binary . 

Males. 

Females . 

Males . 

Females . 

36 

27 

33 

14 

Most  of  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  keep  in  touch  with 
the  dispensary  at  Sowerby  Bridge  or  are  visited 
regularly  by  a Doctor  and  Nurse  from  this  Department, 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


FREDERICK  CLEGG,  M.B.,Ch.B., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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